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ANKUS 36 - May 1987

Publiahed by Bruce Pelz
15931 Kalisher St.
Granada Hallas, CA 591344

for the 1939th mailing of the Fantasy Amateur Pressa Asan.

HOWDAH

I am seriously consideraing gavang FAPA yet a third ainatali-
ment of ocur 1985 Japan expedataon, whach would ke really a Putrad
thang to do. But we ahall wander on through a few pages and see
whether Putradaty or Common Sense wins out.

0f courae, Common Senae usually gets Short Shraft around
here (and a1t doea look rather unbecoming xn the thang, 171l
admat). Otherwise, I wouldn’t be a Collector. Especaally not a

-

Oompletiat Fanmane Ooliector, whach I atill claim to be.

As 1t happens, the Wheel of Varied Interestas haa turned
again, and I°’ve taken up the 1Z-year-old Project of a Fanzaine
Checkliat. The long-memorazed (and -suffering) among you may re-—
call that I started the thang in the summexr of 1575, enteraing
data based on m»y own fanzane collectaon onto punched carda -
fanzaine titles, 2aauve numbersas, dates, edatora and the like. Thas
went on for several years, with fraenda running off cumulatave
l2atas for me every ac often (usually when I completed another
letter’s worth of zines.)

Then -- about aix yeara ago -— we bought & micro. Varaious of
my hacker fraiends saard “Hey! I can wrate a program to put the
Checklaat on the macro!® and I =zazd Great! Please Do! And, of

courae, nothang happened. John Chapman transferred the informa-—
t2on from my 40,000+ cards onto & magnetit tape becauvse the cards
were becoming unreadable, and pranted out a liat of A—through-5,
vantage 1982 or 20. And thangs =ast. Fanzinea collected in boxea;
the boxes collected an a atorage ahed.

And finaily, last year, Jordan Brown actually got the tape
downloaded onto filoppy diake that can be read by our macroa. (The
oraganal micro we bought, an Osbornme 1 (wathh 8 10—megabyte hard
diak added) that aerved both ua and LACon II quate well, has
gaven way to a Corona with a 20-megabyte hard daisk and a Leadaing
Edge with a 30-meg. Raght now I am hoggang the Leadaing Edge and
hopang Elayne doean’t need much of i1ta memory apace.)

S0 1 have begun the job of editing the Checkliat. The caxd
format 18 tranalated to a dBaaselll fale format, and I am condens-—
a2ng the information where poasible. The "Acceasiorn Number' faeld,
uaed to lank multiple cards together, can be deleted. The '"Size'
field, prevaocualy lamited to a l-letter designator (e.g., '"S" for
8 1/2 x 11 or the Bratial 8x1i0 “Standard' =ize) 1as beang replaced




CONVENTIONAL COMKENTS

My firat con of the year was Sercon, in BerkeleysOakland at
the Hotel of Uaher (the Claremont Resort, but those of ua who
were at the 15968 Worlidcon remember i1t under the more deacraptive
name). This waa the firat year for Sercon, a convention tryaing to
be to scaence fictaon what the World Fantaay Con 18 for fantasy.
Elayne and 1 had been asked -- by Craig Miller, one of the oragi-
natora of the con -- to run the art ahow, ao we drove up very
early Fraday mornaing, set up the ahow, and sat around twaddlang
ocur thumbs for the weekend.

Not that the con wasn’t a success in what 1t traed to do. As
far asa I can tell, a1t reached the seriocus-minded scrence fictacn
enthuazaata quite well. The panels and apeechea were very well
attended by the 265 or ao attendeea. But that kand of fan :an’t
very antereated in art ahowa. And I em not very ainterested 1in
being a serious-manded scaence fictaon fan. (Ny capsule review of
the con hkas been: “Sercon was; I'm not.*“)

The weekend was notable moastly for a Ruasien reastaurant in
Berkeley: Petrouchka. Tom Whatmore had recommended 1t a2n the
guirde to eateraies he did for the con, and it was good enouvgh when
Elayne and I went thexre on Fradsy naght that we went back agaan
Saturdey nright. Now 1f I just hadn’t been on a 19#8SX"&#() diet ao
that I could have had the dessexrt(a)?!

We did get go carousellaing ain Tilden Park, something Elayne
has been wanting to do sance she found out there was sauch @
carousel there. (Elayne has gone carousel-happy these paat sev-
eral vyears, to the point of )joainang several national carousel
organizationa, gettaing liatas of extant carousels, etc. She wasa
telked 2a2nto goang to Orycon two yeara ago becsuse there were
several carousels an Portland that we could explore.) we aban-
doned Pank Niven -— who had foolashly volunteered -— to watch the
aomewhat soporafic art ahow for a couple hours Saturdey, Elayne,
Craxzg, Genny and 1 drove up to the nearby park to see and ride
the carousel. Not bad, but no great Treasure. The history of trhe
carousasel was traced wath faded pictureas and text on the surround-
ing walls, cating the varaious locales a2t whach at had been resa-
dent, and dateas of movang. Oraganally a 3-row carcusel, 1t had
added a fourth row decades ago. It alaoc had seversl of the non-
horse anamals that 1 first encountered on the San Diego Balboa

Park carousel -- the cast, spaniel, frog, pag, laorn, and such. I
hadn’t brought my camera, and there waa not a saouvenir available
for purchasze -— not even a poatcard! Tak.

Next year, Sercon 18 an Austin. There will, I understand, be
an art Exhibat, not an Axt Show. Good idea.

The aecond convention, over the weekend of 7-8 February, was
San Diego’a Conguistador. Much more my atyle of con, even 1f it
was (as always) quite amall. They’d asked me to be on & couple of
fan panels, and I was part of a F7-person Masgquerade group that
Kathy Sanders presented, 20 I knew there’d be plenty to do.
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HOWDAH

I am seraously considering gavang FAPA yet & thard a2natalli-
ment of our 1985 Japan expeditaon, whach would be really a Putrad
thing to do. But we ahall wander on through a few pagea and see
whether Putradaty or Common Sense wins out.

0f courase, Common Sense uaually geta Short Shraft around
here (and a1t does look rather unbecomaing 2an the thang, 1711
admat). Otherwise, I wouldn’t be a Collector. Eapecaally not a

-

Qompletiat Fanzane (ollector, whach i atall claaim to be.

Aa 21t happena, the Wheel of Varied Intereatsa haa turned
again, and I‘ve taken up the l1lZ-year-old Preoject of a Fanzane
Checkliat. The long-memoried (and -sufferang) among you may re-—
call that I atarted the thang a2n the summer of 1975, enterang
data based on my own fanzine collection onto punched carda --
fanzaine titles, r1sauve numbers, datesa, edators and the lake. Thas
went on for several years, with fraenda running off cumulatave
listas for me every ac often (usually when I completed another
letter’s worth of zaines.)

Then -- about six yeara ago -—- we bought a micro. Varaoua of
my hacker fraends saaxd “Hey?! I can wrate a program to put the
Checklaiat on the macro! and I saxd Great! Please Dot And, of

courae, nothang happened. John Chapman tranaferred the informa-—
tion from my 40,000+ cards onto a magneta:c tape because the cards
were becoming unreadable, and pranted out a liat of A-through-§5,
vantage 1982 or s8o0c. And thainga sat. Fanzainea collected ain boxea;
the boxea collected in a atorage ahed.

And fanally, laest year, Jordan Brown actually got the tape
downloaded onto floppy daaks that can be read by cur macroa. (The
oraginal micro we bought, an Oaborne 1 (wath a 10-megabyte hard
diak added) that aerved both ua snd LACon II quate well, haa
given way to a Corona with a 20-megabyte hard darask and a Leadang
Edge with a 30-meqg. Raght now I am hogging the Leading Edge and
hopang Elayne doean’t need much of 1ts memory apace.,)

So I have begun the job of editang the Checkliat. The caxd
format 28 tranalated to a dBaaelll file format, and I am condena-
ang the information where poasible. The "Acceasion Number' fireld,
vaed to lank multiple cards together, can be deleted. The "Size"
field, prevaoualy lamited to & l-letter designator (e.g., 'S" for
8 1/2 n 11 or the Bratash 8x10 “Standard'" size) 18 beang repiaced



by actual centimeter measauwrementa. (It'a cecagaonally useful to
know whether somethaing came out aa a full-saize, half-aize, or
odd~aize publacation.) And I am addaing notea aa to whether the
Zine :2 associrated wath an orgamazataion (APA, Convention, Clubl.

Since 1 have to re—examine each zZine to measure 1t, I am
also taking the taime to re—file them in file folders inatead of
just Jamming thew into filing cabinet drawers. Some of the old
paper will now, perhaps, laat a bat longer. It ia aslow goang,
eapecially saince lI’m again trying to keep up with the new i1ncom-
ang material aa well as attack the oraginal stuff -- ao far there
are only four boxea of zines (in folders) that are waitang until
I get farther along in the Main Collectaon and can file them
away. I expect the number of such boxes to increase sasomewhat
drametically a2n the next year, since I doubt I’11l get through the
Main Collection again an that time.

The computer‘as foibles have also reguired asome changea in »y
data entries. Some of you -—- Harry? Jack? —-— may recall how the
contest to out-clever Swasher and publish a zane that would be
farat an the Swisher Index was "won' by Swisher hamself, when he
published a =zine called 'a' (an lower case). The argument was
that lower case came before upper case, and that therefore ‘'‘a"
(Swisher) came before "A‘' (Chauvenet, then Speer) whach came
before “AAAAA ARGUS-Y" (Tucker) etc. The dictaionary pretty well
agrees with thia, too. But the computer doean‘t. It filea “a*
after ALL capatal-A titlea! The legigimate firat-in-line would be
a =zine called "1'. (The clowna who have tried publiishang =zines

wath blank titlea, or blanka aa titlesa -— Markatean, I thaink, dad
one that he claimed had a smangle blank apace aa ata tatle, whach
would put it ahead of a zZine with two blank apacea, etc. -— wall

be dealt wath out of hand.)

The machine alasoc has 1ta own ideas as to how to file varaocus
punctuation marka. (I preferred to treat moat of them aa sapaces,
wath exceptiona for the apoatrophe beang & null (“ita" and "it“a"
would file as the same thaing) and the .open-parenthesis failaing
after 9 and before A, but 1 am adaptang m»y filang conventions to
those of the machine. It’a eaarer.)

The open-parenthea:s wea uaeful a2n differentirataing between
several =zaines of the same taitle, puttang them ain chronologircal
order: "AD ASTRAY (Reinsberg); "AD ASTRA (II>" (Bryant); “AD
ASTRA (IXI)>" (Crawford). It can at2ll be done by the Jjudicioua
uvae of apacea ain front of the parentheaxs.

In the sample pages over there—-———-————————==w~—o—————o-————-— >
you wall notice that multiple editora. (DUPRASS) requre the
repetation of the zine title and i1aaune numiber, but that the page
count goes only to the firat edator. That allowsa the computer to
total the number of fanzine pagesa in the list. (The prezent 31
pages of liatinga -—- a amall fractaion of what will eventually get
liated -- has over 22,000 printed pages.) Also, crosa-reference
notea (DREANS AND FALSE ALARMS 3 get O pages inatead of just a
blank. The computer won’t leave a numerarc field blank.

z
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It will take me quate a while to get any sagnaficant amount
of work done on the basac fanzaine listang, but 2f I can keep up
waith the recent materaal I will be heppy to waart for the EReal
Scoon Now availablilaty of Lote-0f-Tame to do the bachkfile atuff.
Retarement 28n’t guite a decade off, after all... .

Since our acguisitaion of computers -- and my acceas to both
a sem:-resident eXNpert and a resadent semi-expert -—-— I have
discovered a tendency to want to put ail my collections anto the
computer. It makes the listings easiexr to update, for one thang,
and one can manipulate the data to get the laatangs in any order
and arranged by any date item. Gives one a feelang of power, 1
sauppose.

As a result, there are listings not only of fanzaines, but of
comix, miniature lagquors, show tune sheet music, show tune re-—
cordingse (Elayne‘’s collection), and comac strapscartoon booksa
{ours)., 1”11 spare you prantouts of these, but you are going to
get stuck with a listang of the latest ananaity: soft draink cans.

A number of years ago 1 started saving one of each kind of
unusual soft drink can that turned up at our parties. No particu-—
lariy good reason for it except that they represented a part of
popular culture that changed wathout people notaicing. The thingsa
sat. around in a box becsuse I hadn’t the vaguest idea of what to
do with them -—— there i18n’t any reslly good way to diaplay @
collection of junk like that!

And a few monthas ago 1 came up wath a dasplay idea that
wouldn’t bother anyone except our immediate neaghbora. (I aasume
they gave ur on us long ago; we have had simosat nothing to do
wath any of them sance we moved in 13 years sgo.)

We have a 6-foot hagh concrete-block wall around the back
vard, whach we put 1n a couple yeara after we moved here. (The
oraiginal wooden fence threatened to collapase the first wanter,
and started to do sc during the second winter. The next summer we
had the wail put up.) Even wath 35 feet or so of it blocked by e
storage fac:lity, there 213 =still some 50 linear feet of possible
diaplay area. To get around the problem of having the collection
tranaferred into the neaghbora’ yards by the wind, I filled the
cana with sterile sand from a garden aupply atore. One bag of
aand was enough (s¢c far) and the csna are now lined up on the
northwest portion of the wall. There’s lote of room to containue

the collectaon! And 2t as 2nstructional -- ain @ historacal con-
text, at least -—- to notace a few of the draink namea that were
once so familiar but have now disapperared completely —-— Freaca,

for inatance. There are a few that were test-market atuff (Tab
Black Cherry) or were brought bach from some convention trip or
othey. Some are old enough to be ateel inatead of alumainum ("S*),
Some have changed the style of can, 80 1 have both (?-Up>. I’11
have to start watchang closely at parties again, and see what can
be added to thaas adaotic collection. Contrabutaions sre acepted,
2f the canse are ain uncrusahed condaitaon. So af you‘re tared of
sendang brachs to Tucker...



Fape Ne. 2

oy
i‘i‘." ..‘ t“f“ s

BRSND

g 1r=

T
Ty
P bein
A&
A&
RSSEN
BFFSG BRI 'S
CRareRls DAY
SO A-00LA
CANRGMONT
CRUEH
CRuSH
DIET Ciuse
DIeE7T CORE
DIET RITE
DR, FEFRER
DR, FERSER
DA, o
DR, FERCER
FQMGUH PRHS TR
RESCH
uI rSENG L
GoODY O
Y CRESRT
HIRER
Jir REAMm AnD Cous
FOLT
MITRIN DEw
NATLRSL. GRECIR

NEFIA

FERGT TGS
SEFRR L —EOLR
S R U

Mo bie NMUIDEEN FRAMIl

RITZ

AODG
ROYSIL LR
SHRETR
HiHRETR

5L ice

S ICE
M CITY
Slaix CITY
SRRITE
LUIRT

TRE
THE
VENDOE

MERNGRE

e

ST DRIrsS CAN L ECT
——— B C{mi ETE IDIGCY

VARIETY

CreEnAy

CRTMHM 30065
ABLHT REEAR
ROOCT BEER

FImERRLE SUDS

CRFFEINE FREE

OO ATE ROCKY ROADD SCDR

OOk
HELS CHAMERGNE S00DA

CREmE ZaD0
RGGT BEER

Tl
HE R
DIET ~RERs]
FEMSRT L IGHT
SR ITEER

i S

CRERy; S0DS
FREMIW DITARLE Swdd
O SR 8 ¢ 1%

COLs

DRAFT ROGLGT BEER
payarl g -y

MaNDRRIre DRANGE
SRASSSNATLLLA

SRAERSRRILLS

. RO CHZRARY
ol

T

I

it

-
1

03

SUGERA-FRES

DIET

SRR --FREE

DRAFT

BRAFE

2

o

d Wy
Ry
h R

o

[N AR

[N

N T A A I " I ¥ I YV R NP a PR AP W)

LTI .

tat

[ A P VI W W)

bt S e Lo e

[ U A SRR " I W RO W N A T

N

Uy

W

U

o0

o



CONVENTIONAL COMMENTS

My firat con of the year was Sercon, 1in BerkeleysOakland at
the Hotel of Uaher (the Claremont Resort, but those of usa who
were at the 1968 Worldcon remember at under the more deascraiptave
name). This waa the firat year for Sercon, a convention trying to
be to scaence fiction what the World Fantaasy Con as for fantasy.
Elayne and 1 had been asked -—- by Craig Miller, one of the oragi-
nators of the con -- to run the art ahow, a0 we drove up very
early Fradey morning, set up the show, and sat around twiddlang
ocur thumpba for the weekend.

Not that the con wasn’t a succesa in what at traed to do. As
far as 1 can tell, 2t reached the serious-minded acirence faictaocm
enthusiaate gquite well. The panels and apeechea were very well
attended by the 265 or so attendees. But that kaind of fan 28n‘t
very antereated in art ahowa. And I am not very interested 2an
being a seriocus-mainded acience fictaon fan. (My capsule review of
the con has been: “Sercon was; 1I'» not.')

The weekend was notable mostly for a Russaan resataurant in
Berkeley: Petrtrouchka. Tom Whaitmore had recomsmended at an the
guide to eateraies he did for the con, and 1t waa Qood enough when
Elayne and I went there on Fraday naght that we went back agean
Saturday night. Now 1f I juat hadn‘’t been on a 19#8SX"&#{() diet ao
that I could have had the dessert(al?!

We did get go carousellang a1n Tilden Park, something Elayne
haa been wanting to do sance she found out there was such »
carousel there. (Elayne has gone carousasel-happy these paat asev-
eral yearsa, to the point of joaning several nataional carousel
organizationa, getting lista of extant carousels, etc. She was
talked 2anto goang to Orycon two yearsa ago because there were
several carousels 2a2n Portland that we could explore.)> We aban-
doned Pank Niven -- who had foolaishly volunteered -- to watch the
aomewhat aoporafic art show for a couple hours Saturday, Elayne,
Craig, Genny and I drove up to the nearby park to see and raide
the carousel. Not bad, but no great Treasure. The haistory of the
carousel waa traced with faded pactures and text on the surround-
ang walls, cating the various localea 1t whach 2t had been resa-—
dent, and datea of movang. Oraiginally & 3-row carousel, a1t had
added a fourth row decades ago. It also had seversl of the non-
horse animais that 1 first encountered on the San Daego Balboa

Park carousel -- the cst, sapaniel, frog, pag, lion, and such. 1
hadn’t brought my camera, and there was not a aouvenir availsasble
for purchase -— not even a poatcerd! Tak.

Next year, Sercon a8 in Austin. There will, I understand, be
an art Exhibat, not an Axrt Show. Good adea.

The second convention, over the weekend of 7-8 February, was
Sen Diego’s Conguistador. Much more my atyle of con, even if it
was (aa always) quite small. They’d asked me to be on a couple of
fan panels, and I was part of a 7-person MNaaquerade group that
Kethy Sanders presented, so I knew there’d be plenty to do.



Robbire Cantor and I drove down Seturday msornaing and got
there just about the tame the con re—opened. We entered some
artwork --mailed in to Sercon and not sold —— an the Conquiatador
Art Show, 21n hopes that a few more pieces would zmell. Then we
prowled the dealers’ room for a while before heading out for some
shopping.

The rooms all seewmed to have kitchenetteas —— with atove,
refrigerator, and various utensils -- ac I bolatered my diet-—
ataying willpower by atockang the refrigerastor with permitted
amounts of real food for the measls up to Sunday noon. Not =my
preference -- I’m a junk food junkae -— but easy enough to do.

The Fan History Paneli, part n (contanuaing from where a
samilar panel left off at laat year’a Conquastador) had Mike
Glyer, Drew Sanders, and I telling a few atoraes and anawerinyg
queations from the four or five people 1n the audience. Fan
History s gossaip run through the Folk Procesa. Mike jotted notes
for FILE 7?70, and we all had a pleasant, informal hour of diacua-
sion. Part n+l w2ll probably be acheduled next year. (Ruth Bexr-
man, an LASFAPA, sauggested that there maght eventually be a
Conquiatador penel on the Haatory of the Conquastador Fan Hastory
Panel )

The Fan History Panel segued ammedastely anto the next
panel, on the economics of conventions. Drew departed, to be
replaced by Fred Patten, and we talked income, outgo, aurplusaes
and deficaita for the pext hovur.

At the 1986 Conquiatador, Kethy Sandera had bought Atanielle
Noel’s artwork: “The Seven Deadly Sina of Coatuming.' She talked
8a1x othersa ainto joining her to do the costumes shown arn the art,
end brought the group to this year’s Conguiatador, ain part to
ahow Atanielle. Unfortunately, the latter got sick and was unable
to attend, but ahe’ll get to see a tape of the maaquerade.

Each of the group was in a different color, and the desaigns
were each complementary -- or even, in a couple casesa, i1dentacal.
Gluttony, in gold spandex with obviously burat seams, came oOn
with a bag of (gold-wrapped) chocolstes and a full beer »ug.
Avarace, 2an orange, gloasted her way across the atage caressing &
trophy. Sloth had to be called twice, then ahowed up an jeans,
st2ll workaing on her blue coatume. Lust, in purple, slinked
across the stage; Anger {(red) atosped an, thoroughly hacked off
at the whole affaxr. Envy (green) looked all the others up and
down, obviousaly preferring their coatumes to her own. And Prade,
an silver, spread a huge peacock-feather tail. It was ampresaive,
2f 1 do say 20 myaelf. Somewhat akin to shooting Rinnows in a
bathtub, but the group took Beat Masters and Beat In Show tro-
phaiea. With luck, 21t will get to another masquerade before the
coatumeas are disaasembled. The partaicipanta: BEP (Gluttony),
Mar3yii Ellers (Avarace), Asatrad Anderaon Bear (Sioth}), Victoraae
Ridenour (Luat), Drew Sandera (Anger), Adrian Butterfield (Envy),
and Kathy Sanders (Prade).
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After the maaguerade, I wandered over to the L.A. ain ‘90
Party, which Mike Glyer was running, hhung sround s while talking
to people, than gave up for the night. Partyaing st cona while
trying to atay on a diet ias a damned nuasance. There are just s0
many diet soft drinks one can pour down before you get to alosh-
ang!

Sunday was art show teardown —-— three of the pieceas aold.
Not very aimpressive. And laat runsa through the hucksateras rxoom. (I
was buying up comics to £ill gape an the collectaion, 21f they were
available at non-uaurious ratea.) And the last panel: ‘'Fanzines
and Related Formas of Self Abuse."

The panel participents included Jamie Hanrahan, who publish-
es PYROTECHNICS, a techie zZine; Marion Zimmer Bradley, long-time
FAPA member, and perpetratoxr of genzines, perazineas, and SIGzines
(for Darkover Fandom, of courae); Sonni Cooper, Strek=ziner; and a
media =2ine person whoase name I can’t remember or find in the
Program Book. {And me.) The room was asctually packed, eand there
waa too much to say in an hour. I thank one of the amall cona
might consader using much the same panel mix —— plus a faasaniah
genzine or apazine type and maybe minua one of the media-
zinesStrek participanta —— and have a series of panelsa that are
more focuased: WHY publiash a fanzaine?; HOW doe=s one publash a
fanzine?; WHAT wuse are fanzines? (and other such miscellaneoua
queations 1in this last panel). The varaous kanda of publiahersa
gave varaous kinda of answers to each of these gquestaiona, and at
28 actually intereatingg to attendees.

In March, =y con-of—-the—month was Boskone, which attracted
about 4400 fana, semi-fansa, and gawkera. (More, apparently, than
the hotel 218 willing to put up wath, accordang to the reportas
that have come out after the con, wherein none of the down-town
Boaton hotela will take next year’s Boskone, and the Sheraton
Boaton <(thia year’s saite) 18 giving the Noreascon III committee
problema.) Boakone will probably be the largest SF con in North
America this year. {(NASFiC might be larger, though I doubt 1t.)
And in spite of m»y multiple efforts to foul myself up, I managed
to enjoy the con eventually.

The trip started off badly. Elayne was driving Lex Nakashima
and me to the eirport, but I wanted to make a short stop at LASFS
firat. I needed to check a few last-minute items in the LASFS
Library, 2an preparation for the Boskone Scavenger Hunt that 1°d
entered. Even allowing an hour to fight traffic, we’d leave at 8,
get to LAX st 9, and the flight waan’t untal 9:45. Plenty of
tame.

But I’d left some things at home that had to get to LASFS,
and beck-trackaing killed about 35 minutes. We left LASFS about
8:20 -- and atall got to LAX st 5:00! Unload our sasuvitcases and my
travel bag... travel bag? Guess what waa still an the LASFS
Labrary -— with my tacket? Phone LASFS and request & favor. Spend
a long time feeling like an aidiot (and unsuccesafully trying to
work out an alternate arrangement. with the garline). Charles



Matheny wmanages to bring the misesing Blue Thing to LAX by 9:35
and ] acurry onto the plene. The word "indebted" acquarea new
force.

The trip 1a uneventful. (The ‘'anack*' 1ia i1nedible, but I‘’m on
a diet, 80 it’s just as well.) At the New York changeover, our
flight acquires other fans from & San Frencisco flaght, ancluding
Russ Elliot, 8o three of uas take & cab to the hotel -- right
during the mornang rush hour, of course. (I take a8 cab only
because I am traveling wath Lex -— by myself I‘’d have used the
auvbway, luggage and all.)

Rooms will be availabide by 10:00, so we staah the luggage
and wander around a couple of hours. (Since the check-out taime aa
noon, and ordinaraly rooms aren’t available untal 1:00, 10:00 1s
more than reasonable.) The Green Room committee people are viar-
ble, but few others, and Fraday sluga by alowly untal regiestra-
tion opena 2an the late afternoon end the huxter room opena at
6:00.

Registrastion was, as uwausl, quick for the pre-registered.
(Both Elayne and 1 are Life Kembers of Boskone -- I just get a
bait more uvuae of my Life Membershaip than ahe doea.) Thia time the
celerity was enhanced by uvsing blank nawme badgea end letting the
members wrate their own names on the badges. (As is done et other
cons, including Loascon, the badge-holder, not the badge aitself,
12 the rdentaficataon of a member.) I would like to auggest that
this not be done again, 2f it 1s at all poasible to avoird it. Few
people have a handwrating (or skall an callagraephy) that will
allow them to make their name readable from more than 11 anchea
away!

In the hudter room I atopped first to pachk up Boskone eph-
emera -- T-shart end socuvenar book. Or traed to. Whaile I got the
ahart, the booka hadn’t arraved yet. Otherwase, I eacaped with
checkbook antact. Almost. A dealer ain comics wath reasoneble
prices and a sales gammick that made a1t worthwhile to buy ain 820
(or higher) lota managed to make anroads on ay finances before 1
could wrench =syself away carrying the 5-page Wwanta Laist I“d
brought with me... .

Lise Eisenberg’as 11 p.m». panel on fan goas:p waa rather
tame. Her party immediately following a1t was more fun. {The
party, a2 usual for a convention Friday night, waa both hers end
Moahe Feder’s, but Moshe waan’t very visaible during this one.
Why, there waan’t even Cokel)

—— ————— ———— —— ————— —— — " - W —— - — i  ———— ——— ——— " —— - ————— —— T — —— — ——— —

Saturday began with a panel diacussaion of the 1990 Worldcon
bids -—- Kees van Toorn and Roelof Goudriaaen for the Netherlanda
bad, me foxr the L.A. bid, end Ben Yalow as moderator. Each side
makea statement, Ben saks a few questaons of both aides, audience
aske more gquestiones of one, the other, or both. Generally very



civilized. I doubt anyone changed hia or her maind aa a reaunlt of
the panel, but perhaps there were some Undecideds there.

Again to the huxtexr room in search of the Boskone Book. The
copires had arraved, but the boxed edition waan’t yet aveailable.
(It was still being signed.) Try again at 2:00. At 1:00 there was
a line that stretched halfway down the aisle from the NESFA
table, s0 I joined 1t and hoped not too many would be buying more
than a couple copies. 1 eventually collected may copy, asnd learned
that the Boskone t-shairt was sold out of anythaing but small =size.
Timing 218 everything. The comics again jumped out and prevented
me from leaving until I had purchased snother batch.

The L.A. 90 bid party, of whach Fuzzy Pink was an charge,
was acheduled for Saturday evenaing an the psrlor and one bedroom
of the Nivens’ 2-bedroom suate, 8o Saturday afternoon was apent
on the supply runa. An attempt to go to danner at the Maas. Bay
Co reastaurant an the hotel waas foiled by the inabilaty of the
ataff to correctly estimate how long a2t would take to get seated
{let aslone served). After the "“20 minutes’ became more than 495 I
gave up and left the othera to wait. I grabbed aomethaing rels-
tively fast at Au Bon Pain 20 ]I could get the party roomas set up.

The party went well -- we ran the “Grab The Braess Ring"
game, s8sold some Friends Of L.A. In ’S0 memberahipsa, poured wine,
and talked wath people. I waa about to throw the last pair out
around 4:00 a.m»., but they decided to throw themselvesa out, and I
cloaed the party room down.

Sunday wmorning I moved my stuff from the party bedroom,
where I°’d been atayaing, up to Lex’a room. Nivenas were planning to
leave Sunday evening, and Lex and I would have a Dead Dog Party
an has room with the leftovera from Saturday. (We slwaye over-
buy.) Then I gathered m»y stuff up for the 12:00 Scavenger Hunt
judgang -- only to find, at 11:45, that i1t waa auppoaed to be at
11:00! Timing 18 everythaing. I caught the first anail-powered
elevator to the third floor, box of trash an arma.

They were on Item 26 (of 838), and would judge sy farst 25
items at the end. I commandeered s apace on the floor and thanga
went on. There were 3 or 4 Indavadual entries (i to 3 people were
allowed per entry es Indivaduasl), and 4 or 5 Clubs (4+ people).
The indecisaon as to numbers resuits from not knowing whether the
entrant (3 people present? that had to leave early was entered as
a club or not -- 1t had an organizational nawe.

As thaings went on, 1 managed to awaindle & couple half-pointa
{(perfectly legal under the rulea), loase a couple poanta I thought
I wouldn‘’t, and gain some extra part—-poantsa here and there. When
everything was done, 1 was ahead of the nearest Individual en-
trant by 67 to 50.5. (The top three cluba were 72+, with the
winning "“Lithuanian Consparacy" -- led by Ed Meskya and including
Dick Eney -- having 530 poants!)

Prizes were large Valentine’s Day heart—shaped boxeas of
chocolatea, and I brought mine home to stash for e month until
the diet would sllow a party to help me eat them. There were slso
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supposed to be rabbona, but there waa a communacetaiona foul-up
between the MITSFS, which ran the Hunt, and the Boskone commat-
tee. The Jjudges expreased hope that ribbons maght stall even-
tuate.

Lex had talked the Niven= into stayaing another night, so the
L.A. Dead Dog Party -- and my stuff -- waa moved back down to the
suite. And sometime after 3:00 on Sundsy afternoon 1 signed up eas
a Gofer.

Collectors, eas has been said many timea, Are Crazy. And I
have many collectiona. Ssturday night durang the L.A. party, I
found that Boskone had done a specaal T-Shirt, availsble to
Goferse who worked eight hours or more. So.....

I did badge-—checking duty at the huxter room until it
closed, and then guard duty for another hour or ao. Then I helped
wath Axrt Show tear-down until I had to leave to get the party
ready. Total: a b2t over 4 hours.

Art Show tear-down was amuaing in apota. One row of the
Traditaonal NESFA Hangainge, made of Dexion angle-iron, had been
replaced by LASFS—atyle pape—-and-ironmongery hangangs, and 2t
came down (as uvsual with that atyle) amazingly faat. (Even though
thexr pape 218 aron anatead of the eslumainum LASFS uses. MNonty
Wella aaid that waa what he could get quackiliy -- they may even-—
tuvally replace at wath aslumanuas.> I think 1t was Pesula Lieberman
who saxd that msore such hanginges are likely to be proposed to
NESFA, and that the motaon wiall be caslled es "All an favor saay
‘Aye’; all opposed say ‘I volunteer to put up and tear down the
Dexaon.”"

The Dead Dog was faairly quiet. At one poant, I left Fuzzy to
handle 2t and went party-hopping myself. Talked with Keea for a
while outside thexrr Dead Dog Party. Wound up at Bradge Publica-
tiona’ party talking to an old-time fan (now turning pro) who was
part of & claasic Harlan Story -- no, not that atory! -- and

wath a pro’s daughter. A very pleasant evenang.

Monday mornaing 1 packed my stuff, checked 1t, then reported
to Logistica eround 9:00 to see what they needed help wath. Con
Suite cleanup, Art Show loesding of hanginge and atuff, huge
panels to be moved to a loadaing dock vaia The Death Star (a8 astage
elevator, appropriastely nicknemed). Somewhere sround 1:30 1 quat,
got aomeone to locate sn XL Gofer T-ahart, and headed to the
lobby to wait for Lex snd go to the sirport.

+Het

Occasionally 1 wonder 2f the conrunning game is worth the
effort. The con-working game i1a sometimes more Ffun. (I doubt I
would ever be able to go back to just the con-attending game.) I
muat be getting Old & Tired. Again. But I waan’t kidding back an
‘80 when 1 said I was a generaliat of fan atuff, end wmaybe I
ought to consider changing m»y prioritiea for fanec. Again.

tHee
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The Apral Convention Of The Month was Corflu 4, in Cancain-
natx. (Well, Covington, Kentucky, acrosas the river from Cincy.)
Corflu 28 the con for Fanzine Fana, and thas 12a the firast one
I‘’ve attended. From the resunita, I probably ahouldn’t have miased
the firat few.

B:ll Bowers ran this one, wath the help of Bill Cavan for
the con asuate, Naowmi Cowan for pre—con details, and Pat Mueller
for at-con admanistrataon. The programming was limited to a Live
Fanzine -- videotaped, asudio-taped, and to be tranacribed in part
for 8 written version —-—- and a banquet. The rest of the time waa
spent talking to other fanzine fansa.

The Live Fanzine had several excellent contrabutiona --
peraonally, I liked the Boasky-Hlavaty Show and Bernadette’s aclo
eaasay (a meraous talk on fanzine fandom from a aociological poant
of view) the beast, followed by Al Curry’s filkaongs(?>. Two of
the things that Bowersa seemed to think Hot I thought Not: the
Isrexrviegw Chat With Bill Bowers by Dave Locke, and the rather
rambling monolog that Gary Hubbard did. Both needed severe edit-
ing. I ordered the videotape editaon (whaich Larry Tucker will be
edaiting), 8o we shall see what hata the cutting room floor.

There were about 70O sttending members. About seven of them
worked on a l1-ahot (FANAC BY GASLIGHT), seversal brought fanzanesa
for sale, or a new iasuve to diatrabute, and Ken Josenhana brought
a bag of zineas to be given away. (I waa late an learnaing of thas
fact, a0 the Good Stuff waas gone when 1 looked through the bag’s
remnanta., Still, I found eaght or nine thinga that would fit an
»my collecta2on.)

The Lack of Output by certain alleged Fanzine Fana came up
in diacusaion with Moahe Feder. I challenged him as to whach of
va had published a genzine isane more recently, and I won: Augusat
1977 for PROFANITY against July 1977 for POTSHERDSY Which brought
up the fact that this year is the tenth anniversary of each of
our laat i1ssuea. We ought to do something to celebrate. Uh-huh.
Real Soon Now. Like maybe for Braighton? Uh-buh... .

There was a very enjoyable dinner run Saturday night with
the Lynchea, Bernadette end Arthur, Judith Bemaa, and Tony Park-
er. Conversation turned mostly to fanzines snd axrchival ectiona
to widen their acceas. I mentioned the British acheme of provid-
ing photocopiea at cosat from Ving Clarke’as fanzine library (whiach
Skiffy helped fainance wath S2K for the copier). Someone thought
2t would be a great idea to have such a service avairlable State-—
side, and I told them that a2t already was -— I‘’ve been doaing that
sort of thing for years. Apparently, more publicity for the aidea
would be & good thing.

At Corflu 3, held in Virganis an February 13986, the weather
was cold and anowy. So Bowers had decided to move Corflu 4 to
Apr:l. Guess what happened Friday naght/Ssturday mornang? Snow,
and lots of it! Luckily, we didn’t have to go out of the hotel --
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a Quality Inn, with quate reasonable ratea, coffee ahop, and
ataff -— durang the day. By evening, the anow had stopped, end it
was possible to walk the several blocks to the ateakhouse where
we had dinner with little indication of the storm that had hit
the prevaous naght. '

The Sunday lranguet was the occession for s few speeches, 8n
auctaon to help pay con expenses, and the selection of a site for
Corflu 5. For the first taime, the site waas contested, and the
voteras gave a1t to Seattle over Texaa. There 1a elsao a campaign
for MNinneapolais ain 1989, and there may be one for New York an
1990. Pat Mveller saxd thet Texaa won’t conteat 1989 ageainat
Minneapolia, but I suspect that they will try again 21in some
future year. (There have been a few perfunctory diacuasions sbout
tryang to hold a Corflu an Souvthern California aome year or
other, too.)

And after four years of Corflu, a second fanzine—fan conven-
tion has appeared: Ditto 1 is scheduled for July 1988, an Toron-
to. I have a few doubta about whether a milaeu that can only get
70 fana to the one esnnual con they have will be sble to get any

srzeable number to two cons a year —-—- whethexr or not 1t 318 a
aplit constatuency for the moat part. We“ll see. I bought an
attending membership for Corfilu S -- and a supportaing membership

foxr Datto 1.

The auction was appropriate to the convention, for the moat
part. Bowere traed to auctaon a complete set of OUTWORLDS with e
beginnaing price of 350.00 (which waas what Art Widner pesad for a
set at Corflu 3 last year), but got no takera. I suctioned a few
2tems (2 from me, 2 from Skaffy)>, but the only one of the four
that brought any amount of money wasa the copy of ENERGUMON 1 that
went for $32.00. (Glicksohn waasn’t at the con.) Then Jerry Kauf-
man auctioned a bunch of stuff from Sesattle —-— T-shirts with
sluges were doing reasonably well, other t—-sharta goang for maini-—
mum. When he hat the four i1ssues of SPANISH INQUISITION, though,
the auction took off! The double 1asue (778) went for over 240.
And even af :t 18 the one that’s not evident in m»y colliection --—
I think there’s a copy ain the 200 boxes of zines ain the sahed,
but... -- 1 waan’t paying anywhere near that amount for s copy.
The auctaion dad quite well for the con, altogether. (And next
Corflu, I will lug fenzines for asale, even if only a amall box of
them... .}

And my May conventions -— Kuble and Baycon -—- haven’t hap-
pened yet, so that’s all of 1987 {from a conventional viewpoant.

I will offer a minor apology to the four FAPAna who are also
members of LASFAPA -- Robbae, Arthur, Seth, and Vaneasa. If they
read both apas completely, they will have =een »y convention
reports a2n both thear sappearsncea. (Undexr saimilar conditions, Liz
w2xll have seen the latter parta.) I figured that was no good
reason not to ixnflaict the thangs on the reat of you.
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